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14¹ Y Deſign was to have written my Thoughts, upon 
John Sladdin's Deſcription of the Mr Ho- 
51878, '&c. and Nath. Fletcher 8, MzTHropisT 
diſſected, &c. but lately receiving a Leiter, from 4 
Friend, and with it, what he calls a Preface, and an 
Examination of Fletcher, c. with Permiſſun ago 
either to publiſh them, or to make any other uſe of them: | 
in my preſent Deſign, 1 have choſe to do the former: | 
J 
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I have publiſb d them both, in His own Words, and 
prefixed His Letter thereto, being every way ſuitable, 
to my own Sentiments, and firmly believing His anſwer | 
0 Fletcher's 13 Errors of the MET Hꝝpisrs, 7% le. 
agreeable to the Form of Sound Words, and the clear 
Zeſtimony of Holy Scripture. His curſory mention of 
Sladdin's Performance, and bis Reaſon for it, I think, 
are ſufficient to apologize for the Want of a larger and. 

more circumſtantial Reply. 


John Walton. 
by 


[iv] 


Honeſt Friend, 


E1ING. informed, that you intend to anſwer 


diſſected, &c. if your Publication of the Prefac bere- 
with ſent, together with the Examination of the lat- 
ler of thoſe impertinent Pamphlets; and the ſmall, but 


Tuffictent, mention therein made of the former, will 


fave you the Trouble, or be of any Service to your De- 
n, I make you very welcome 10 them, 


Fletcher*s Performance, 1 dare ſay, may make, but 
t an never mar MgTHop1sTs: The Segual will 
Dew what. may corvince you of this; and Sladdin is 
fo full of Malice and Virulence, that, I am perſwaded, 
every ſerious Searcher after Truth and Happineſs will 
never allow His Judgement to be formed thereby. 


I am, 
Tour / fo ncere, 


and very reſpeful 
Friend, Ec. 


John Sladdin' s brief Deſcription of the M- 
THODISTS, &c. and Nath. Fletcher's Mer nopisr 


* 
Te PREFACE. 


[ AM a Man, if my Name be worth enquiring after, and I 
1 may deſcribe myſelf, who entertain an univerſal, cordial,. 
Love for the Souls of all Men, believing the ſame to be in Go d,. 
"otherwiſe it could not be in me; but in H1 in an infinite De- 
. -gree. And therefore it will be eafily perceived that I embrace 
the Univerſal Scheme, or believe, that God out of this Princi- 
ple of divine Love ſent His only begotten Son into the World! 
to redeem all Mankind. PR 
Aad as 1 love all Men's Souls, ſo J hate all Mens Sins, eſpeci 
ally my own ; believing the Guilty, ſo dying, Hall never enter 
into the Kingdom of Ged, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Gal. v. 19, 20. 21. 
But then I muſ tell you withal, that, 'till of late, I did not take 
many Things to be Sin, which are ſo. I only gave groſſer Vi- 
ces this Denomination; thinking Paſtimes, Diverſions, and Plea- 
ſures to be innocent Recreations —— Playing at Cards and Dice, 
Singing, Whiſtling, Feſting or Toking, Ilook'd upon to be harm- 
leſs and incffenſive both before God and Man, The Clergy, Tuſt- 
ices of Peace, & by their Uſe of them, I had all the Reaſon: 
1 |} imaginable to ſuppoſe, think ſo too. 
p And particularly as to my own Life ; God and my Neighbours 
very well know, for to both, thought I, I can ſafely appeal, 
, that from my Youth up until now I have lived a ſtrictly religious 
7 virtuous, ſober, irreprovable Life, admitting only the Enjoy- 
ment of the aforeſaid Diverſions, &c...and as to my. Profeſſion a 
ſtrict Church of England Man, and my Opinion always was, that 
1f1 held on my Courſe to the End, I ſhould then be juſtify'd and 
ſaved, Conſcious, I niult confeſs, I all along was, and am, that 
I have committed ſeveral great Sins ;. yet, thought I, all is well 
ſtill who can live without Sin ?— God is not extrea m to mark. 
what is doue amiſs. — He is merciful, Moreover, for the 
Main, I am ao upright Man, and wherein I chance to err, which, 
God |[ thank thee, is but ſeldom, CHRIST with His Merus: 
will make out,,-For he came to ſave even the Chief of Sinners: 
And therefore he will ſurcly help me in that little Matter that I 
may need Him for. - And one Thing yet again, with, che 
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. ninety mne juſt Perſons that need no Repentance, I ſtrenuouſij a- 
bout to live as Holy as ever I can, that I, not only may. need'this 4 
Jesus the leſs. wo came not to call the Righteous but Sinners to- bi 
Rep:.ntance ; and to be a Phyſician not to the Whole, for an Jays 8 


HI24-ELF, they ned none, but tothe Sick, Matte ix. 12, 13 — 
A 3, | but 


but alſo that I may pleaſe God ſo much the better, and at the 
End be ſo much the happier.—Thus I conceived of my Virtue. 
I was likewiſe all for my own Way, all for my own Sert, and 
a Zealot for my own Church, concluding all to be in a danger- 
ous or a damnable Condition that differed from the eſtabliſhed 
Church, even in Form and Mode. I made almoſt as (mall At- 
count of a Diſſenting Meeting Houje, as of a Jewiſh Synagogue, 


a Turkih Moſque, or a Heathen Temple, and I eſteemed of their 


Religious Worſhlp, as little better than 24eirs,—aund therefore | 
could never endure to go at any Time into them. k 
And ſince theſe Methodiſis ſtarted up, I could never, till of 
late, be prevailed with to go to hear them. For I chought with 
Nath. Fleteber in his Preface, and I perceived the Generality of 
my Neighbours thought the ſame; that though they have by 
* their Labour been inſtrumental to civilize ſome of the rakiſh 
Sort of People: yet this doth not tolerate them to preach 
« falſe Doctrine, ſince they may aſſoon do as much Hurt the 
„ one Way, as they do Good the other.“ And this I was the 
more inclined to think by Reaſon of the many ſtrange Stories [ 
heard of their many guaint Expreſſions, unorthodox Notions, and 
rambling, incoherent Harangues from various ſenſible Men, who 
out of Curioſity had been to hear theſe Newfa/bioned Preachers. 
By this, Means I was determined, not only for ſome Years never 
to hear them ; but withal was continually impregnated with a 
growing Prejudice, Antipathy and Malice againſt them, vilify- 
ing and reproaching them and their Doctrines Hand over Head 
in all Company, where mention was made of them, as if I had 
been never ſo well acquainted with them I look'd upon them 
to be an ignorant, irregulir, enthuſiaſtical, ſchiſmatical People, 
and dangerous Enemies to both Church and Starr ; and this the 
rather, becauſe ſuch like appeared up and down in theLand in the 
late Civil War Time, who to this Day are repreſented as the Fo- 
menters of thoſe Troubles. | 
1 obſerved, as aforeſaid, the Generality of my Neighbours to 
be in my way of thinking; and thoſe of all Profeſſions, as well 
Presbyterians, Baptiſts and Quakers, as Churchmen, however 
different in other Matters, were all agreed in the ſame Male- 
Conceptions of the Methodifis, This Obſervation confirm'd me 


ſtill more, as any one may readily imagine, in my Prejudice a- 
gainſt them, | | 

Amidſt all this I have a Neighbour, you muſt know, a Man 
allowed by every Body to be a Perſon of good Senſe and ſolid 


Judgment, and One as much averſe as myſelf to the Trips 
| | h an 


TY) 


and Proceedings of theſe Merhodifis, equally bent too, as I, a- 
gainſt all Inclinations to hear them, 'i'his Man going one Day 
about Buſineſs to a certain Houſe, where there wa: to be preach- 
ing, and caſually dropping in a few Minutes before it began, 
could not decently excuſe himſelfand get away. I have heard him 
tell, but cannot now recolle& certainly the Preacher's Name; 
but think it was Ne//on the Maſon of Birſtall, or one of the Tin- 
ners of Cornwall, who are Preachers in Mr. Weltley's Connecti 
on; However, what Decency compell'd him to, Cu? ioſit 
inclined him to, tho' fill'd, as | have ſince heard him ſay, 
f with the rankeit Prepoſſeſſion and Prejudice that could be, He i 
1 told me, I think, alſo, what his Text was ;--- W hich, to the beſt | 
f of my Remembrance, was Mar. ih Chapter and the ſeven laſt 
y Verſes, concerning the curing of blind Bartimeus, the Son of 
h Timeus, However the Preacher, he told me, managed theSubject, 
h with ſuch Energy, Plainneſs and Perſpicuity, and advanced ſuch 
je Plenty of edifying Matter from each Clauſe of the Text, and 
* the ſame had ſuch an apparent Influence and deep Tmpreſiion vp- 
I on the Audience, that thefe Obſervations, together with the 
Conſideration of the Man's IIliterateneſs and Simplicity - over- 
ho came his Prejudice ſo far, as to perſwade: him, that ſurely che 
rs. | Power of God muſt be with Him. 
ver He comes his Way to me in mediately, tells me this ſtrange 
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na Story, and loudly condems himſelf for his former Prejudice, 4 
fy- Þ grievouſly complaining how difingenuouſly he had hitherto acted 1 
cad } againſt theſe Men, and his own Soul, in giving Ear ſo long to 9 
had the falſe Stories related by others againſt them. * O, ſays he, * 
em | ** wou'd to God I always had, and wou'd to God others always | 
ple, „% wou'd, hear for themſelves, and be their own Judges -I am = 


the © reſolved to hear them again”? At theſe Words, laughing him 
the to ſcorn, What, ſays I, are You going Mad too? Arc You 
Fo- turning Methodiſt ? — What! A ſenſible Man, wellbeloved a- 
mong your Neighbours, and make this ſhabby Hand of it 
rs to For Shame let me hear no more of it.-—However, He gravely 
well  reply'd, © That he did believe theſe People had the Truth of the 
ever“ Gofpel on their Sice; that to be in the true Way that leadeth 
ale -“ to everlaſting Life was a Matter of the higheſt Concern ; and 
1 me © that whatever Men might be pleaſed to ſay or think of Him, 
ce a-“ His precious Soul was dearer to him than a thouſand Worlds 
«and all the Glories of them, and therefore whatever I or an 
„ Man might ſay againſt Him, He was reſolved to go hear the 
„ Methodifts again ;* and at parting ſaid to me,— “ pray, will 
« You go with me?“ —, Will 1 be d-—d, ſaid 3 
: | | ou 
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You hear what an odious Outcry there is againſt them. not only 
from our Gentry, Tradeſmen and Lay-Neigbbours, but alſo from 
ſeveral of our Parſons, yea, and Preſbyterians Prieſts too, in their 
Pulpits, Sunday after Sunday. Surely as thefe are Men of great 
Piety, and Learning, they are like to know beſt Would ſuch 
good Men preach fa bitterly, and warn us fo earneflly againſt 
the Methodiſts, and their DoQArine?, as they do; if it were not 
next Degree to our utter Damnation to go hear them? How 
many excellent Sermons have not theſe Deir Men, abo You 
know, watch over our Souls, in the A poltle's Words, as they that 
muſt give an Account, Heb. 13. 17. preach'd to us within theſe 
two or three Years from Ephes 4 14, 2Tim. iii. 1, 7. Ch. iv. 
3. 4. Tit. i. 10 11. and from Jud:'s Epiſtle? Don't thoſe 
Texts literally and plainly deſcribe the preſent Conduct and Be- 
havioar of theſe Men? —— Don't they creep into Houſes or 
Barges, xc. Don't they /ead captive filly abmen, laden with fins, 
and lead away with diwers luſts, and that for filthy lucre's Sake 
(witneſs their Penny Penſions) as we are credibly iuform*'d ? 
Nay, are we not aſſured, that the very Preſbterian Parſons, as 
much a+ thev may diſſent from us on other Accounts join freely 
with Ours in ſuppreffing this Neao Ser, that, You know, 7s e- 
very where ſpote again? Inſomuch that I am apt to forebode 
from this Concurrence between chem a double good Effect, viz. 
the Extinguiſhing of Met bodiſi and cementing an Union between 
us. Nay is it not obſervable that in this Neighbourhood they 
meet together and confer together, frequently, and ſome of both 
Sorts preach ſo much to the ſame Purpoſe on Sundays, that one 
wou'd be almoſt induced to think they either conferr'd or com- 
poſed. their Notes together too ?—Some of them are ſo ſenfible of 
the growng Evil and are ſo zealens to ſtop it, that they in a 
great Meature throw a fide all other Subjects to preach down 
Met hodiſm, and to clear it throughly out of Our Hearts and Heads 
and Country too, as quickly as they can, Nay are not ſodie 
of the Preſbyterian Parſons, F to their Praiſe be it ſpoken, 
to play the Feftuit, in oppoling Lay preaching by Lay printing 


and artfully fixing poor Sladdin's Name to one of their inge nious 


Pomphlets ? Was not this prettily done of them? and don't 
You hear what a Stand in ſome odd Places this Device has put 


to Metbodiſm? — Nay yet again, as a ſtill greater needs be, of. 


their Care and Aſſiduity to prevent our being ſeduced and de- 
ſtroy'd by theſe falſe Teachers and their Doctrines, are they not 
fain, ſays I, to alledge the Objections, nat only of the Wozldly 
Tradeſmen, and Gentlemen of Gaity and Pleaſate, whem I mul 
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[ ix ] 
own, I always think, are Men in general of very little Religion, 
but alſo, of the very Vulgar and Vicious? Don't You hear, 


lay they, what Drunken John, Swearing Tom, and whoring 
James have to ſay againſt, theſe Methodiſts ? — And is it not, by 


dom ? This brought ivto my Mind, and cauſes me to tell Him 
what a certain Divine of our Church, and one as induſtrious; nay: 
more ſo perhaps, than any other, in all England to extirpate hi, 


Hereſy, and not long ago confidently affirm'd to me, That it 
: was a leſs fin to ſpend an Evening at Cards, than at a Metho- 
„“ ii Meeting.“ All this and much more, I ſaid to reclaim 
; my Friend, For a while He was filent; At laſt; ſays He, 
4 I really know not how it is.—In the Beginning of His preaching 
„ felt as ſtrong an Averſion to the Man and his Words, as you 
„may have now, but afterwards my Mind was ſo effected with the 
© [the Remainder of his Diſcourſe, and has remain'd ſo une aſy ever 
" Pönce, that I muſt needs go hear them again, That's the Caſe. 


\y Po ſays I. - Vou are going mad, like the reſt of chem. - Did not a 
feertain Preſbyterian Parſon, a while ago tell his Hearers, * That 
„ F< they drive Folkes mad 2” This is alſo another Miſchief. 
dur Teachers labour diligently to prevent,—L pray GOD help 
ou. 


00 But I tell you, continues He, what this Preacher bid bis Hea- 
x ers do further, — He bid them read the Scriptures diligent- 
o . What of that, ſaid I, interrupting him, Don't our 
we hurch Miniſters do ſo too? — But proceeds he, he exhorted 
le of hem earneſtly to pray to GOD to ſend HIS HOLY SPIRIT 
_ Kto their Hearts to enlighten their Underſtanding.— Ves, I ſaid, 
1 5 nh His common Influence, — Nay, ſays He,-but to reveal and 
. ach the true Meaning ol them to us. — Ves, replied I, that's 


05 7 ieir Way too—T hey are all for their Indwe/lings, 1//uminations, 


"9 /pirations, Efufions, Inward Teachings, &c. of the HOLY 
nos r, —but have not our Spiritval Guides, —told us over 
> hip d over that this is mere Euthuſiiſm ?—ard that no ſuch Re- 
300. lations ever were vouchſafed to Men, fince the firſt Ages of 

oe Church, and that the Holy Scriptures being now in Print and 
5 every Body's Hands a Man's Reaſon and Underſtanding is ſuf- 


ge. ent to interpret their Senſe to us ?—Is not this very Reaſon- 
5 E 0 * . o 

e To me it is, and, I dare ſay to moſt Men, even yourſelf 
excepted, — I own it he anſwered, —but am now inclined to 


* n 
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old k, that 'tis much more agreeab'e to Reaſon, that the ſame 


| wm ine $PIRTT, WHO gave the Holy Scriptures by I/firation, 


ould 


the bye, herein obſervable, that they even look upon Merhodi/m 
to be more ignominious than Swearing, Drunkenneſs or W hore- 


ſhou'd teach them by Inſpiration : Or that HE, THAT gave them 4 


to be uritten, mult write them in Our Hearts. TCR 
I muſt alſo, proceeded He, in the next Words, obſerve ano- 15 
ther Thing unto You, which I muſt ſay, 1 liked very well in this ge 
Metbodill Preacher, In his Sermon he frequently quoted our 
Homi i ies and 39 Articles, and at the End He exhorted them 
next after the Holy Scriptures to read them, if they were Church⸗ 72 
men; or the Greater and Leſſer Aſſemblies Catechiſm, if ſome 


were Presbyterians, aſſerting that the Methodiflical DoRrines yr 
were. in Subſtance the ſame. This I thought ſhew'd he was well that 
aſſected to our Church, and that thoſe People in Conſequence,  , | 


ſo long as they proceed upon that Plan, can, as you know, we 
have frequently feared, be no Schi/matichs from Her. | reply'd ; Har 
You are miſtaken in this Matter. I own they have often theſe 
Homilies and Articles in their Moaths,—as al ſo thoſe Diſſenting 
Catechiims.; but who among our Clergy have ought that is good 7% 
to ſay of them? Grimhaw of Haworth, anſwers He, and is not 
He a Clergyman? A Clergyman! A Methodiſt, a Maaman, a [I yi 
notorious Enemy to the Church of England, ſaid I.—— But ſurely I fneſs 
they can be no great Enemies to Her, who induPriouſly plead for I iy, it 
and maintain the Doctrines contained in thoſe two Books, fince replic 
they were drawn up and compoſed by our illuſtrious Eounders ; Ito he- 
neither ought thoſe, that I can ſee, be accounted Adverſaries to And 
the Pręſyterian Conflitution, who firenuouſly contend: for that] Bei 
excellent Catechi/m, which was compoſed by the worthy Aſſem- If 
bly of Divines for the B; ſis of their Church.—— 1 anſwered; 
wie are very well informed that our Homilies and 39 Articles are 
a Hodge Podge of Lutheran and Caluiniſtical Doctrines. Lutherfas an 
and Calvin were Men of no great Learning, and the Compilers offifelf tl 

our Church Liturgy were more eminent for Piety than Parts, andFſn the 
theretore our Modern Divines, having better ſtudied the Truths off ſtood 
Religion, are in general ofOpinion; that tho! the Intention of thoſſhe . 
antient Friends of the Reformation and Founders of our Churchg awa 
Was good; yet ſeveral of their Doctrines are unorthodox, anWreach, 

tend rather to encourage odd Notions, confuſed Sentiments, au ymn, 
downright Enthufiaſm :— And therefore ſome think, 'tis by n 
Means adviſeable to read them, eſpecially in theſe mad ſpirites 
giddy headed i imes.— One cries to his Subſtitute, * Read not thi, 
fHomi ies, leaſt every Body turn Methodiſts ? Another ; 

* I wou'd they were burnt, for they make all this Miſchief: 
Another, not laying to Heart the perjury his Churchward: 
** are annually guilty of at the Yi/fration in Swearing that tha 
have a Book of Homilies, takes -a pleaſure in telling that he h, 
9 | no 
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none in his Church.“ —— And the Generality of them can by 
no Means endure to read them, becauſe they hold forth the 
Free Grace and not the Free Will Scheme, which with 
S$OCINUS, ARMINIUS, and other ſearned Doctors, judge now 
a Days beſt———This do and live, Luke'1o. 28. is, they think, 
a much ſurer Way to Heaven than Believe in the Lord 
FESUS, and thou Hall he ſaved, As, 16. 31. And, pray, 
does not our Reaſon tell us that this is the more likely Way to be 
ſaved ?—— What great Cauſe have we then to bleſs Go p, 


that notwithſtaading the Oppoſition Met hodiſm may have made, 
the Free Will Scheme has gain'd Wonderful Ground of late Years 


In our Nation. The Preſbyterian Divines alſo give ours the right 
Hand of Fellowſhip in carrying on this laudible Deſign, explod- 

© I ing their Catechiſm, as a mere humane Compoſition, and preach- 

> Ning up freewilland Juſliſication by good Works out of the New 

4 | Tefament You may plainly ſee from theſe Hints how 
dangerous it is to cloſe with the Methodiſis, even on this Account, 

a II wiſh you had gone twenty Miles another Way about your Bu- 

ly fineſs rather than where you did to Day,— Perhaps, ſays He grave- 

Or Fly, it was the Logy's Will, —The Lon p's Will; the D.-Is Will, 1 
ce Nreplied I— Well, be that as it will, ſaid he; I am determin'd 10 
s; Ito hear them again, and ſhou'd be glad of your Company.— 5 
to ¶ And thus we parted, N Al 
hat Being alone, reflecting upon what my Neighbour had ſaid ob- 10 
em- Iſerving him all along to be very grave and ſerious about the Mat- 9 
ed; ter and knowing him to be allow'd by all Folks to be a Man of * 
are good Senſe, ſolid Judgment and Piety, and aforetime as averſe 0 


ther as any one to the Met hodiſſs, I came to this Reſolution with My- 
rs of ſelf, that if he ſhou'd ever aſk me again to go hear them, I wou'd. 
andſin the Duſt of an Evening, a little while after, paſſing by me, as 
hs o ood at my Door, to a preaching, ſays he, will you go with 
thoſqqne ?—Yes, ſays I, what care I, if I do; once cannot hurt me 
urch po away we went together: Soon after we got to the Place, the 
, anWreacher began, and having firſt gone to Prayer and then ſung a 
avWymn, he preach'd from Jo. 3. 16. and proceeded in this Man- 
dy NYer—1ſ,—He harangued upon the Love of Gop to the World, 
ritecyhat it was.—2dly.—How he expreſs'd this Love to the World, 
pt th iz. by giving HIS Onpy BSOE SON—And here ſhew'd 
r HO HE was, and how Hz was given by the FATHER, 
f: ＋zdy.— Why HE was given; or what We receive from HIM, 


:r4:%r through HIM, viz. Everlaſting Life. —qthly.—And laſtiy 
th Slow We receive this Gift, and that was by Believing, — Theſe 
e "Har Propofitions he made ſo plainly and clearly Out, that I moſt * 


no 
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own [ went Home very much amazed, tho? not much convined, Ws | 
What increaſed my Admiration was, that tho' he maniſeſtly ap- 
ar'd to be a Man of no Learning, yet every Thing was clear'd 
up and ſet forth with as much Per/picuity, as if he had been the 
ableft Scholar. This diſpoſed me to be a little mote of my Neigh-. 
- _ bour's Mind. —And I have gone ſome Times to hear them ſince, 
q as alſo the Brethren and My. Ingham. Much of my Prejudice is 
ſtill remaining, —I am neither eaſy under it, wor willing to part 
with it; one while 1 think to ſtick to my Church; another while 
to cleave tothe Methodiſis. My whole Mind is unhinged—I read 
as well, as hear Pro and Con, but nothing is ſo much my Defire 
as to meet with any Thing that helps to ſettle me in my eaſy, 
Old Way, and to comfirm me in my Prejudice againſt theſe Peo- 
ple,—1 believe I have read moſt Things that have hitherto been 
. publiſh'd againſt them The Pamphlet, that goes under the Name 
of Sladdin Brief Deſcription of the Mei bodiſis, &c. tho' for 
ſome very good Reaſone, wot believed by the Generality of Peo- 
ple co be writ by him, but as has been afore hinted, by ſome 
Preſbyterian Priefls, I have alſo read over—But ſuch a Spirit of 
Prejudice, Ill Nature and Railery 1 obſerved to run through it, 
that I could ſcarcely think that the Author who ever he be, had 
the Spirit of a Chriſtian in Him, and therefore though I felt the 
Matter had a ſtrong Tendency in it to exaſperate my Prejudice, 
I could by no means think it adviſeable to admit ſuch Ribaldry 
to ſettle me in it, wherefore no ſooner had I read it, than [ 
threw it aſide, as not deſerving my Notice. 

Since this lafl, there fell lately into my Hand another Pampblet, 
entitled the Methodift dilſected or a Deſcription of their Errors, by 
Nath. Fletcher, Layman. This Book by its Title, I thought, 
bid fair for my Purpoſe, —I therefore ſet ro and read it, promiſ- 
ing myſelf from it all the Satisfaction I wanted—The Preface 

ſtill fill'd me with greater ExpeCations ; ſurely thought I, this 
DifſeAion of a Methodiſt will cure me of my Frenzy, and reduce 
we to my former Peace of Mind - When [ came to theſe Word 
— I heartily wiſh, ſays He, that thoſe Perſons, to whom Tt 
« recommended my Book, would better examine the Dofrine they 
baue been deceived with, and try it impartially by the Nea Te. 
«- ament.” This, thought I, is a very reaſonable Requeſt and 
the ſureſt Way to make meeaſy ; The Scriptures are a perfect 
Rule of Faith—If the Errors he charges the Methodifts be there: 
by confuted, I ſhall have all I can defire, for my Purpoſe —1 
therefore reſolved to take the Author's Advice and to examine 
the Errors, He mentions, as a Part only, yet the Groſſeſt of 
; | — 
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thoſe, that the Merhoai/ſts zre guilty of, by the Neay 
* Teſlament.” This I have done in what But 
to a quite contrary End than I at the Beginnen either expected 
or & fired, For inſtead of an old, formal, prejudiced Churchman, 
py Examination has obliged me to become a /eady, true Metho- 
4%, or which is the very ſame Thing, & Hurd Ch: i/fian, and 
rue Church of England Man. Inſoruch that lam perſwaded, 
that whoever will but do as [| have cone, I mean, take the Ad- 
vice of this Author, ** to try the Tes hadiſtical Do2rines by the 
„% New Teſtament,” will thereby be reſolved to torn Methodiſt 
too, and will think himſelf-bound to thank both God and Him 
for his Counſel, and to pray Night and Day that He may pract- 
ice it Himſelf and turn Chriſtian alſo. 


— 


; The Examination 


The End of the Preface. $I 
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The EXAMINATION, &e 


Begin with the Introduction, and intend to examine both it 
and the Errors of the Mei hodiſls, which he makes thirteen 
in Number, in the following Manner. 

The Mcuthadiſts, ſays He, are of ſo many Sorts, 'tis al- 
moſt impoſſible to mention them all —— Some are call'd Ingham» 
iter, ſome Moravians, and ſome Weſlleyans. Some hold one 
Sort of Principles and ſome another, &c. | 

I have attentively heard all three, and examined their Do@- 
ines and Principles as carefally as I can, and therefore am able 
to ſay, that what Difference may be between them, is more a- 
bout ſome Opinions than Principles. In the Main they 
are nearly one. Their Doctrines are in Subſtance briefly 
theſe, —That Man is a oft Creature, born in original Corruption 
and Sin, and logden with innumerable Tranſgreſſions againſt eve- 
ry Precept in the Decalogue, as well in Thought, as Word and 
or; that the leafl as well as the greate/? dejerues eternal 
Damnation; that a deep, compunHive Senje of Guilt for Sin of 


every Sort, as avell inward as outward, aggravated by a horrid © 


Dread of Gd: Wrath, the Curſe and Condemnation of the Law 
is indeſpenſibly needful and previous to Converſion, or which is all 
one Juſtification (or Remiſſion of Sins) and Sandification ; that 
this Tuſtification is obtained by ſuch Penitents through Faith only 
in the Blood and Righteoujne/ſs of Our Saviour Chr1sT ; that 
this is an inflantaneous Work of the Holy GnosT ; that the 
Love e GOD ts then aljo ſhed abroad in our Hearts, begetting 
in us @ reciprocal Lowe toward God again, and to all Mankind, 
and uni verſal Holineſs of Heart andLife call Sanctification Theſe 
are the Bulk of what they all agree in, maintain and preach. 
And a great Part of the illeterate Sort of them know 
not what they hold, being ignorant of all rational Principles, 
&c. 
This, 1 have good Reaſon to believe, is not true; For the 
few Times I have gone to hear them, I have always obſerved 
that their Lay-Preachers are as clear and conſiſtent with them- 
ſelves, as others, in the aforeſaid Doctrine. 


ey 


1 150 | 
They can ſcarce reud a Chapter inthe Bible, or write one 
Page of true Eng ish. f | | 
'The former of theſe ObjcRions is notoriouſly falſe; the latter 
is no ablolute Impediment, as 1 thu k, to a Goſpel Preacher .— 
"Tis hard to prove whether ſome of the Apoſtles were better quay], # 
lificd in this ReſpeR. . L | 7 


* 


u they come to bear the Name of Metbodiſls is hard t 
determine; — but I think, ſays He, the Truth of the Matter is, 
they aſfecting Singularity, would chooſe a Methed of their own ; 
and therefore have g iv themſelves that Name. 

This Name, I have been very well inform'd, theſe People 
neither invented, nor affect; but received it, and bear it, as a 
Term of Reproach, caſt on them at firll by a Student of Chiift 
Church in Oxford. 5 | 

1 General, in the lafl Place, jays He, they are made ut 
of the ignorant Part of Mankind, &c. Te, 
This is really trifling, and mere filly weak Stuff; when we 
find that the Diſciples and Multitudes that followed our S a v 1- 
OUR, were in general ſuch, This, in my Judgement, is a ve- 
ry good Argument to convince any Man that this Work is of 
GOD. I thank thee, O Father, ſays our Saviour, Lord f 
Heaven and Earth, becauſe Thou baſt hid theſe Things from the 
Wiſe and Prudent, and hall revealed them unto Babes. Matt. 11.1 
25. 1 ſay unto You, that the Publicans and Harlots £9 into the 
Kingdom of God before You. Chap. 21. 31, 32. Read 1 Cor. df 
: Chap. from Verſe the 19th. | 3, 
Babling their Non/en:e in almoſt every obſcure Corner, and | A 
diligently ſhunning the Conpany of Men of Learning and Know-| it 
' ledge, &c. | | | 

| his is a notorious Lye,— For they preach in the moſt noted | th 
and populous Cities, Towns and Villages, as well as other Parts | W 
of the Kindom, and before Mobility, Gentry, Clergy, Scho- 18 
lars, and Commons of all Sorts, without Reſerve or Fear. —— #1 

Which way then can they undergo mighty (or any) Scandal or 
Diſgrace by their not daring to face a learned Audience I ſee 
not. Nor is their preaching in Streets or Fields to be blamed ; in 
fnce this was the Practice of our Saviour, as in the Mount, | 4b 
and of his Apoſtles; and fince*He alſo commands them and all 1e 
their Succeſſors to go out into the Streets and Lanes of Cities, and ed 
into the Highways and Heages of the Country, Luke 14, 21, 23. 1 © 
Thus much upon his Introduction. By this Time I began to || fel 
find, that I had but ſmail Hopes of having my Scruples ſatisfiæd 15 
by reading the Merhoail I” However I proceeded accord- I} 
| . - | ing 
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ing to His Advice carefully to examine the Errors He has charg· | 


„ed upon them in the following Pages. i 
ter | ERROR If. 1 
— The firft Error may be this, falſe Notions concerning Faith, 


del, 2 unneceſſary Diviſions of it: The Faith which they contend for 
; is a confident Belief, that CHRIST xill ſave them without 
7% ny Regard at all to their own Works, &. | 
. This Part of the Error, I ſuppoſe, is not fairly tated againſt 
„z he Mithoadifts, They only believe and teach that JESUS 
CHRIST will juſtiſy or pardon, and put true penitent Sin- 
ple] ners into a ſalvable State by Faith only, without any Regard at 
. all to their Works, which is according to the Goſpel, Mark 16, 
1ifh 15. Jo. 3. 14, 15. compared with Numb. 21. 8, 9. Rom. 
4th Chap, compared with Gen. 15, 5,6. Acts 13, 39. Epheſ. 
fl #: 8, 9. OvurSaviouk's Miracles are illuſtrious Indications of 
this Truth. Where *tis obſervable that H 1s uſual Way with 
we! H1s Patients, previous to curing of them, was, Ha thou 
113-8 Faith; According to your Faith be it unto You. Matt. 9, 29. 
ve⸗ Ch. 21, 21. Only believe, Matt. 5. 36, If thou canſſ belicue, 
of | ail Things are poſſible to Him that betieveth. Ch. 9, 23. and im- 
' of | mediately upon belizwing they were healed. 


the — Some of them boldly declare that a Man's bad Works will 
11. Aue bim as ſcon as his good. = 
the The Goſpel all along plain!y tells me, that we are not juſti- | 


or. fied by our good Works. Ace 13, 39. Ephel. 2. 8, 9. Rom. 
3, £0, £4; 25, £7, 23, Ch. 51. Gal. v6, 21. Ch. 3. 10. 


—— | Him Remiſſion of Sins as ſoon as his good ones, 

lor 1. —— faith in the New Teſlament is a plain Thing. | 
ſee This Faith, which be makes ſo plain a Thing, is plain enough 
ed; | indeed, ſo plain that Imuſt on ail the Men in EAgland have it from 
nt, © heir Cradles. For indeed, all that he makes of it is an Hiſtori- 
all 4 Faith, or the Articles of the Apoſtles Creed, which are collect. 
114 Ned out of the Ne Te/tament, He will have to be the ſole, true 
23. Chriſtian Faith, adding thereto a virtuous Life, This, I con- 
io ſeſa, was long my Notion of true Faith, and 1 fear the Genera- 
5 Ly are Ul an the fame way of thinking. But I And this Faitk 
SS ao 


2d And ſurely what cannot juſtify cannot ſave; What cannot mer- |þ 
ab- | it Remiſtion of Sins, cannot merit Salvation, If good Works fv 
| therefore cannot juſtify or procure Remiſſion of Sins, at 
ted | the Hands of God, they are no better in this Reſpect than our þ 
arts | wicked ones. And conſequently the Aſſertion of the Methodiſts | 
cho. His true. That a Man's bad Works will juſtify Him or procure | 
hk 
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the Vicious have in common with the Virtuous, ard is'but the 
Faith of Devils, Jam. 2. And therefore tho“ I grant that 170 
Chriſtian has and mult have this Faith, yet true Chriſtian Faith. 
is quite another Thing. It implies a new Nature thro' a new 
Birth; a Participation of God, or the Divine Nature ; an in- 


. ward feeling of CHRIST in us, being created Newin HIM; 


an ind uelling of the HOLYGHOSTin us; a full and clear 
Senſe of Pardon ard Forgiveneſs of Sins; an Inheritor of E- 
ternal Glory, and full Aſſurance of it in this Life. 2 Cor. 5, 17. 
Epheſ. 4, 16. Col. 2, 19. Jo. 1, 13. Ch. 15, 5. Rom. 5, 12. 
fi 3-4. 5, 0, 7; 2 Pet. 1. 1, 4. Heb. 2, 11. Gal. 
2, 20. John 6, 56. Ch-15, 4. Col. 1, 27. Heb. 2, 14. Heb. 
3. 14. 1 John 5. 11, 12. Epheſ. 3, 19. Ch. 5, 13. Acts 20, 
32. Ch. 26, 18. Epheſ. 1. 11, 19. There are hundreds of 
'l'exts more to confirm theſe Truths ;— indeed 'tis evidently the 
Scope of.the whole Goſpel. Theſe References, however, afford 
ſufficient Proof to me, that the Faith the Methodi/ts maintain 18 


the only true Chri/tian Faith. This Faith none brings into the 


World with him, as every one does that, which the Author. of 
the Methodiſt difefted relates, but it is the Gift of God Ep. 2, 8, 
I find that though a Man may with an Hiſtorical Faith live 
a good Life, yet that Life is only annex'd to and doth not ſpring 
from ſuch Faith. *Tis like a Kentiſb Pippin ſtuck to a Crabtree 
Pranch. But the true Chriſtian jullifyirg, ſaving, ſupernatural, 
Divine. Faith, as it is neceſſirily attended with the aforeſaid 
Virtües and Excellencies, ſo it works by Lowe, Gal. 5. 6, 22, 
23, 24, 25. and good Works, Ephel. 2, 10. Tit. 2, 11, 12. 
What the Author liys of Faith or frorg Confience $122, "oro 
Or rather (is He ſhould have ſaid, and would have ſad, if He 
would either impartially examine the New Teſtzment; or with- 
cut Prejudice hear the Metbodiſis preach}, producirg Self Exe- 
mi nation, Charity, and ſuicable Prafice, This, I mult likewiſe 
afirm their Lives and D etrines are a ſtandirg publick Proof ol. 
Let Hetcher diſprove it if he cin. 


E RIROR . 

A ſecond Error of the Methidifts is their Antipathy to Learniag 
end Study, ſame of them argue again! it as if it awas I utful to 
Livinity. | 1 

I do not fad any ſuch Averhon to Learning and Study, They 
earneſtly exhort Men to read and ſearch and converſe with the 
Hely Scriptures continually ; 2firmivg oy that Lumane Litera- 
4% is kot indiſpenſich neceſſary for the und rdanding and 
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preaching the Goſpel. And this is ſo far ſrom being an Error, 


that we find the Apoſtles igasrant and wnlearn'd Men. St. Paul 
the Chief, if not the only Scholar amongſt them, counted his 
Learning of no Worth, Phil. 3. 8. and teſlifies that the only 
Learning as to Divinity is not of Man but of the HOLY SPIRIF, 
1 Cor. 1, 2 Chapters. 

The Author of the Methodi/l dileted is cFended that Men cdu- 
cated for and regularly brought up tothe Miniſtry ſhould encou- 
rage anlearned Teachers. But did not the HOLY GHOST en- 
courage and ſend forth fuch too? And who art thou, O Man, 
that in thus obj-Qiing, otj-Qeſt againit GOD? 

It is evident, ſays he, bath from Reaſon and the Holy 
Scripeures, that God loves his Creatures more or leſs, as they more 
or leſs reſemble HIS Perfections, whereof infinite Knowledge is 
one. | 
What wretched Stuff is here! Tn the firſt Place I wonder 
what Part of Holy Scripture we learn this from, I can no where 
find it. And it is ſo far fiom being evident from Reaſon, that 
this will tell us, that if this AT rticn be true, then the poor Man, 
whoſe Poverty incapacitates him to get Learning, mult be. moſt 
hated by GOD; and of ſuch we may Hy, as the Priefls and 
Phariſees did of our LORD's Diſciples, Theſe Men aube krow 
nat the Law are accurſed, John 7,49. And the contrary ap- 
pears in the Holy Scrip:ure, Matt. 11. 25, 26. 1 Cor, 1. 19, 
28. : 

e wiſe Preacher dire bis Son to get Wiſdom and Un 
derſtanding. 

But what Wiſdom and Underſtanding does the wife Man 
mean ? Let him be his own Expoſiior. The Fear of the LORD 
is the Beginning of Kaowlidge, Prov. 1, 7. The ſame ſays hi; 
Father, Pf. 111, 10. And long before either of them, JOB — 
Beholl the Fear of the LORD that is Wiſtom, and to depart from 
Evil is Underſtanding, Ch, 28, 28. This the Methsadi/ts alſo 
contend for. | : 

—— The Dijciples of CHRIST, thy) at rf plain Fiſhermen, 
yet they had the Benefit ef CHRIST's Inflrafim ; and after the 
Reſurretin of their LORD, they avere net allowed to preach til 
endiuw'd with Power from above; a Power which our Methodifs 
can never prove themſelves to have 

If he means a Power to work Miracles; this the Meahodi/s 
pretend not to: But if a Power to underſland, expound, and 
preach the Goſpel, this they maintain th2mſelves to have; and 
declare, that tho' they haves not CHRIST with chem in the Je, 
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yet they have HIM in Spirit. And this I find is agreeable to the 


Word. Matt. 28, 20. John 14. 26. Ch; 16, 13. Ch. 6, 47. 
Acts 7, 8. 1 Cor. 2. 10. 13 Heb 8. 11, 12 


* 
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St. Paul exhorts Timothy to Reading and Study. p 

But of what, ſave only the Holy Scriptures 1 1 1m. 4 13, 15. 
2 Tim. 3. 14, 17. This the Mezhedifls do exhort all their Hear- .. 
ers to, as I have often taken Notice. Let any one enquire into F 
L this Matter; yea, let them examine into thoſe chat are their b 
l- Teachers, if they pleaſe, without Partiality and Prejudice, and þ 
| { queſtion not, but He will fd them well acquainted with the 4 
| ſacred Books. 
| ea 
ERROR 42d. wa 
Me: 


Fey generally, Phariſee like, condemn all But themſelives ; 
Some of them bawe been ſo unmannerly as to affirm, that thoſe that w 
preach any other Doctrine than they do, are Preachers of the Dewil. ; 
This ſhexws their Pride, as well as Uncharitablene/+. | 1 it 


| This, at frit View, may ſeem a very harſh Aflertion of the 17 
Met bod zs; But yet what can any Man object againſt it, who ” f 
1 impartially and carefully compares, as | have done, their Dot. 2h 
K rines and Principles with the Goſpel. There is but one 1a "3 
z Truth and Life, that is CHRIST, John 14, 6 There is dot Ti. 
one LORD, one Faith, one Baptiſm, Ephel. 4, 5. 1 determined K. 

| not to know any Thing among Jou, ſave JESUS CHRIST an 

| Him crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 2. | hoſe that differ from it are cf their Ty 
| Father the Devil, John 8, 44 By Conſequence, 'tis no proud, T2] 
13 . 
| 


unchaxitable Af. rtion co «firm, that thoſe who preach diffcren:, ſh," 
are Preachers of the Devil. St. Paul in Effect ſays the ſame, — . 
7 We, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any.othir Gehe to 
Tou, than that xwhich we have preached unto You, let him be ac- 
curſed. Vea, He repeats the Words; As we ſaid before, ſo 1 fan 
fay row again, if any Man preach any other Goſpel unto You, than 
that Ye have received, let him be accurſed, Gal. 1. 8, 9. Much 
| to the ſame Purpoſe is Rev. 22, 15, 19. Therefore [ ſee not 
|. which way this Aﬀertion of theirs ſhould favour any more of 
If Pride and Uncharitableneſs in them than in St. Paul himſeltf. 
Perhaps they, will recoil and ſay, ** Are not You to be num: 
bered amongthe Proud, that think to be juſlified by Your oxvn 
Righteouſneſs?" 
| J. not the Retortion juſt? Univerſal Obſervation, yea, 1f it 
| may be admitted, my own Experience confirms it. Pride, ! 
| 
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know, and expectation of Juſtification from our own Righteoul- 
neſs are inleperable. Does not St. Faul declare the fame ? 1 11mg; 
| 5. 3, 4. After warden 


gras 
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* Afterwards fays He, I know 7 no Sed or Party of Min 
in England that doth pretend to merit by their Works. Yet hnce 
GOD requires them, ave cannot be juſtified avithout them. 
Here is a manifeſt Contradiction and a palpable Lye, A ma- 
nifeſt Contradiftion ; No Sect or Party of Men in England, that 
He knows of, pretend to Merit by their Works; yet they muſt 
be wrought as indiſpenſibly neceſſary for Jultification ; ſarely 
they are Meritorious of Juſtification then ? But ſiou'd He reply 
No; they are only Conditions of it. TI anſwer, It will be no 
eaſy Matter to make a ſatisfactory Diſtinction between Condition 
and Merit in this Point. And his Words imply, tha good Vo; ks 
merit not and yet they hey mer it. 
Here is a palpable Lye allo ;z— God no whore requires good 
i! | Works in order to Juſtification ; or in other Words, God's re- 
. quiring them is no Reaſon why we cannot be juſtifies without 
them. [I truſt I have ſearched the New Teflament as accurately 
de as Pletcher has done, and am ſo far from meeting with one Word 
19 in His Fatour, that I every where meet expreſſy with the Con- 
& trary. I ſhall only inflance the few Places following, Rom. iſt, 
% zd, 3d, 4th Chapters; Ch. 10, 3. Gal. 2, 21. Ch. 3, 10. 
Tit. 3. 4, 5» 6. 


and | RR R'R O R A. 

wil Y They pretend to live without Sin after they are made New Crea- 
ud, ures,—Though this be not the idle Conceit of all that are called 
en:, (METHODISTS, yet many of them have pretended to it. 

»Tis tive all that are called MERTUOSEITSsCP s pretend rot to this 
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4 And thoſe, that do, have no bad Grounds for it in the Neww- 
4. Weftament—lf they are New Creatures, 2 Cor. 5. 17. created 
jo 1 CHRIST FESUS, Epneſ. 2. 10: they are required to rencunce 


that rgoalineſs and Worldly luſis, and to live Soberly, Righteoufly and 
UC oddly, in this prejent World, 2 Tit. 2. 12. to overcome the 
not -/d. Rom. 12. 2. $10.2. % as og T9 
e of om. 8. 13. Col. 3. 5. The Devil. 1 Jo. 5. 13 Epheſ.: 4. 
| FCN, 2 1 Jam. 4. 7.———To be Holy 5 God 7s Holy. 
um let. 1. 15. 16.—— Au perfed, as their FATHER in Heaven 
* ſughed, Matt. 5. 48 Ail this is commanded by Go v, 
Lich if it were impracticable by the Regenerate, he wou'd ne- 
With, have enjoyned them, Some Men, | know, endeavour to 
e, ide, or molliſy the Senſe of theſe Scriprares, making them to 
out. nify no more than merely to fortake all habituz} Vice and 
Iimſickeqnet⸗ But the Words are plain and poſit've.— Let 
ard, graceleſs Iuterpretors of G o p's Word, beware leatt they 
reſt 


1211 
wwreſt it to their aun Deſtrudt ion. The Loxp hath ſpoken 


it, and who ſhall gain ſay, or reverſe it | 
And as the New Creatures in CHRIST JESUS (or Chriſtians) 


are thus commanded ; So Gop, WHO does not require the 


Tale of Bricks without Straw, or to reap where he HE never 


ſew gives Light and Strength by HIS HOLY SPIRIT to per- 


form it, —— Yea FATHER, SON and HOLY GHOST dwell 
in every regenerated Perſon, Jo. 1. 14. 23. 1 Cor. 6. 19.— 
. Their Sufficiency is of GoD, and they can do all things through 
the Strength ef CHRIST, 2 Cor. 3. 5. Phil. 4. 13. for CHRIST 
HO is in them, is greater than He that is in the Warld, 1 
Jo. 1. 44. Ch. 3. 6. 9. Ephef. 4. 13— This is what the 
METHOD1sTs teach—And whoever will be at the Pains to re- 
flea duly upon the Nature of Regeneration, and to examine the 
Holy Pages of the New-Te/tament carefully and without Partia- 
lity, will find this Doctrine true 
"The Word of Gop inform us, there is not à juſt Man upon 
Earth, no, not one; andif any Man ſay, He hath ere fin, He 
deceiveth Himſelf; ana the Truth is not in Him. 
* Theſe Quotations, as I think, are no ſufficient Confutation 
of this Doctrine, as they may either be upderſtood, as ſpoken 
by the Apoſtle, of a natural Man or if He will of a Regenerate. 
—Thbe MsTnop1sTs deny not, but ſuch through Unfaithfu]- 
neſs and Unwatchſulneſs may offend.— But this, and not the 
Want of Power, to live without fin, is the real Occaſion of it. 
— An humble Chriſtian will ſometimes find vain Thought: 
to lodge within Him, although He endeavour to keep his Heart 
with all Dilligence.— He may ſometimes through Temptation or 
Surprize turn unto vanit;, although He reſolve to watch over 
His Ways, &c. | i | 

Although this be granted it makes nothing againſt the Pa ſſibili- 
ty of living without fin ; for Temptations, whether of fl-ſh, 
world or dev il, (and of the firſt Sort are evil thoughts) are no 
ſins, if we refit them; Temptations are 1]'vrements to fins, but 
not fin themſelves, creating guilt except the Will of the Re 
generate conſent thereco. Rom. 7. 17. 20. Jam. 1. 14. 


ERROR ch. 3 
They affirm, that no Man can perform any good or acreptall 

Aion until He be in CHRIST or a New Creature. | 
This Error is charged upon the MeTrHopisTs in ambiguou 

Terms— Whether He means Actions good and acceptable i 


themſelves, or before Gop, or with Reſpect to the End aim“ a 


ſſibili⸗ 
Al-{h, 
are no 
ns, but 
je Re. 


4. 
all 
Jig uou 


able | 
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at by them, we cannot certainly gueſs—But which Way ſoe ver 
He means, I ſee no difficulty at a'l in conceding to this Aſſerti- 
on of the MgTHopisTs as true—[n themſelves all ſuch good 
Actions as are done before Men are in CHRIST or New Cra. 


* fures are bad Let the Author of the Methodiſt diſſidt ed, re- 


member his own Quotation in Proof for it, There is none that 
doth good, no not One, P. 1. 14. 3. ——Read, Rom. 15. 23. 
Before GoD they cannot jaſlify, as the whole New-Teſtament 
declares, See, Lu. 17, 10. Rom. 3. 19. 20. ——We are 
not able to perform Works of Congruity, and much leſs Works 
of Condignity -I wiſh this honeſt Fellow with the Generality of 
our Modern Church-Men and Diſſenters be not inclined to turn 
Papiſts. | 

he MeTnopisTs ſo far as I can hear, preſs in their preach- 
ing all Relative Duties, and moralGor4neſ, being lively Examples 
thereof themſelves ; Yea, even in a Natural Man, or one not yet 


in CHRIST, they are ſo far from exploding ſuch Actions, that 


they allow them to be uſeful and profitable, and therefore ſo far 
withal acceptable to Gop, as that he will either Reward them 
in this Life, or mitigate their Torments in the other. Thus he 
did, even by Abab and Fehu ; thns he did by divers others in 
the Oli Teflament, and thus may we ſuppole, he did by the 
Phariſees in the New, particularly, for their Am: giving, Prayer 
and Faſting, Verily, I ſay unto you, they have their Reward, 
Mark, 5th Ch. But as to juſtifying, ſanctifying and ſaving 
ſuch thoſe Works are altogether unexceptable to Gop, Matt, 5. 
20, Rom. 20, 3. | 


ERROR th. 

They affirm that good and bad Works are alike, and unprofitable 
in the Aﬀair of Juſtification and Salvation. 

Here is ſuch a Confuſion of Terms or Ideas, I know not whe- 
ther, that *tis hard to know, what he means Good Works 
I again aver and 'tis as aforeſaid, the main Scope of the Goſpel 
toteach it, are no more concerned in the Matter of Juſtification 
than our bad ones; but by all the MeTRrop15Ts I've either heard 
or converſed, withthey aremaintain'd to be indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
in that of SanRification, and Salvation. — Vea and I will ven- 
ture to add, what, I believe, they attempt not to deny, but 
will readily concede to, that if a Man ſimply and ſincerely lives 
a good Life, as not knowing any other Way of being juſtified, 
and accepted before God, though ſuch a Man's good Life merit 


J nothing at all of HIM, yet Gop will ſooner or later, look mer- 


cifully 
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cifully upon him, and convince, convcrt and ſave him — This 
ſeems to. be the Cale of (.orneVing, Acts, 10th Ch. Lydia Ch, 
16. Ke. 

1 wonder what Ideas theſe Men have of the Self Exiflent and 
Independent Being, who can imag ine that HE neill jullify any q 
evicked Man as juch : But to take away all Diſputes of thi; Nature 
HBhathdeclard in the ſacredOratles, HisRoyalDeterminatian to re- 
eward the Gobd and puniſh the Wicked To confirm this Mertion 
evith He produces, Pl. 7. 11. PI. 9. 17. 1 of 4 3: 
Matt 5. 8 Ch 25. 46. 2 

Theſe Texts, a | take it, will not 8 the Intent of the . 
Author of the Methodrft difjetid, which, He wou'd have to cb 


prove, that Gop condemns the Wicked, and acquits and juſtifies 


the Righteous, both in this Life, and at the Day of Judgment, 1 
according to their righteous ar unrighteous Li iviag Ihe plain 2 
meaning of this Man is, that Gop will ſave a Natural Man, (which 5 


He might as well affirm of a Turk or a Heathen, for they are the 80 
ſame) if he do well, or deſtroy, if he do ill Now-if this be 
true, then Gop does not fave or damn Men, as they are Hund 
juſtifyed or unjuſtified through CHRIST, but as they have ſpent 
their Lives This alſo mutt contradict the whole New-Teſta- 
ment. We are all over that bleſſed Book taught that Men 
arejuſtified or not juſtified, only as they believe or believe not, 
in CHRIST JESUS. And therefore thoſe Texts which 
He quotes to ſach an unorthodox Purpoſe, muſt be underſtood 
in another Seaſe that is, in ſuch a One, as better tallies and com 
ports with the Main Deſigm of the Goſpel, which is to ſet forth 
Faftification by Faith only, And that is reaſonably this, that 
GOD OUR SAVIOUR, WHO is the Righteous Judge of 
Qaick and Dead, will puniſh the wicked, that is, all ſuch as have 
either perſiſted in fin and Wickedneſs, or confided in their own 
Goodnels all their Days, according to their Works ; or Reward 
the Righteous, that is, all thoſe, who being alrezdy juſtified 
though the Righteoujneſs and Blood Shedding of CHRIST only 
Faith, perſevere in all Holineſs of Heart Life to the End, 
according to their Holineſs —T his feems to be the familiar Senſe 
of theſe and other Paſſages of Holy Scriptures of the like Sort. 
And if ſo, then the MeTywopisTs are not guilty of an Error at 
all, in affirming that the Good and bad Works (of a Natural Man he 
ought to have added) or more properly that the good Works of 
natural or Unregenerated Man are as uſeleſs and unprofitable, 2 
his bad Ones, as afore ſhewn in the Affairs of Juſtification and Sal Bo. 


eee is the Eſſential Difference between good ang th 
| ev! 
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jil, Virtue and Vice hereby confounded ; nor are the {tributes 
Gop in any wiſe hereby thwarted with. 


ERROR th, 

"They are generally azainft Morality, and commonly call Preacher: 
Morality, legal Preachers. And to ſhew how Erronious 
> METHoD1sST3 are in both theſe Reſpects HE proceeds. 
orality is very earneſily recommended almoſ in every Part of the 
ew Teſtament. 
] never heard theſe Men exclaiming againſt Morality but in 
e Matter as aforeſaid, of Juſtification : Nor do they call 
ch as preach it, Lega/-Preachers, except they preach it for 
Aification before GOD All that do ſo, if the Goſpel be 
ue, are Legal Preachers. | 
Fery much Morality, continues He, is contain'd in CHRIST's 
cellent Sermon on the Mount. 

So there is— But tis for theUſe of ſuch, as thoſe B/r/7zd, in the 


be zginning of that Sermon, Mat. 5. Ch. 

egen Multitude of the Inſtructiont and E xhortations re- 
70 raed in the Evangeliſis is to the Performance of the Duties of 
n Worality. 

Ve" But fill, let himInſlance where he will therein, will it appear, 
not, Pat our Lord intended ſuch Precepts and Injunctions for the 
Kick le of 17 1S Church, or which is all one, the Zu/1ified and Rege- 
* 


rate. But 
4p When one deſired to knoxw aubat He muſt do to be ſaved, Our 
o YORD direds Him to the Obſervation of the Moral Part of the 
AW, 
So HE did—But, not to juſliſy theLawyer with, for by ſo do- 
2, he mult have ſubverted the very End of his coming into the 
orld ; but on the contrary, as is evident from the Tenure of 
ane whole Diſcourſe. Lu. 10th Ch. HIS Deſign was to con- 
nce Him of the Impoſlibility of being juſtified by the Law. 
Much a Manner cught every Miniſter of CHRIST to preach 
e Law to the carnal and wnregenerate, for their Converſion.— 
he only Ule of the Law to the natural and unregenerate being 
condemn, 2 Cor. 3. 9 —to curſe, Deut. 27. 26.— Gal. 3. 10. 
7% lil and Hay, Rom. 7. 9. 10. Ih. And to preach the 
in this Manner to ſuch is properly enough to preach 
$HRIST-——For by this preaching they are convinced that 
euteouſneſs for the Remilſion of fins and eternal Liſe, is not 
the Law; but Condemnation, the Wrath of Gop, and Hell, 
d that they therefore mult fly to the Righteouſneſs of another, 
| 3 eren 
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even CHRIST for theſe 8 preaches th | 
Law, as I, though but lately, am fully convinced, otherwiſe t 
the unregenerate, be He Church Man, Prefyterias or wha vw 
He will, He is a preacher, as aforcſaid of the evil, Geſervin 
in the Judgment of St. Paul to be accurſed, Gal. 1. 8. g. 
And the Speſtles in all the Epiſtles treat on the N N of II 
ality, 
So they do They conſtantly and 3 arge them, by 
tis only to the Regererate, to the Juſtiſſed and Saints in CHRIS! 
'FESUS, as is evident from the Fronts of their Epililes—Othe 
Men have no mare to do with thoſe Duties, then one Man ba 
to do with the Contents of a Letter inſcribed to another, -T h-{ 
very Duties will promote the Edification and Salvation of the 
Regenerate ; but the Damnation of others— Taking the Epilile;c; 
by the wrong End, and making themſelves, if I may fo pe kt i 
Saints out of Duties, inſtead of dutiful out of Saints, it is verflhe. 
much to be ſear'd, has ruin'd thouſands Let us firſt becom 
ſuch as they to whom the Apoſtles wrote their Epiſtles, and the 
but not before, will their Duties of Meratity belong to us. 


ERROR 8th 

Another of their Errors is their Doctrine of Aſſurance. — Mas 
F them pretend to be in CHRIST, and are as jure of Heaven 
.as if they were there already. This Doctrine is plainly t 
grounded. 

Though I acknowledge myſelf to know at preſent, as little 
my Peace wvith GOD and Hope or Aſſurance of Salvation, as thiff 
Author may ſeem to do; yet rather than boldly charge this, 
an Error, upon the MeTHopISTs, I will follow his Advice, 
J have hitherto done, and conſult my New Teflament—Perhayi 
He may deny it, and | not comprehend it for no better Reaſc 
-but becauſe we neither know it for ourſelves, not have duly er 
amined the Word of GOD about ir. This therefore hal 
inform me.! find this Doctrine 7ip1f-d in all Our Saviour 
Miracles. —His Patients were not only preſently, but perfect 
.heal'd and healtbful—' Tis clearly taught, as in almoſt number 
leſs Paſſages, particularly in the 3s Jo. 3 1 6. 36.—Ch 
4 14.—Ch. 6. 47,—2 Cor. 3. . 5. 8,—Ch. 1. 21. 22 
Epheſ. 1. 13.—Ch. 4. 30. Fol. 2. 2. —Heb. 6. 11.—C 
10! 21. 22.—Ch. 11th.—Ch. 12, 1. 2. Now if the Meth 
Aiſis conjend for no other Aſſurance, BIR hs we may learn fron 
theſe Portions of Scripture, as I believe they do not, IS nn 


ſee why they are to be bl-med ;j——But am rather moved ny 
bv 
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s th by this Inquiry both to believe, and deſire, this Aſfuranes 
Ie t my ſelf. | | 
Wa What follows in this Paragraph is ſuch an Hodge Podge of 
rvin ething and nothing, of truth and wntruth and ſo impertinent 

the confuting of this pretended Error, that it deſerves no fur- 
Moyer Notice—Afterwards He proceeds, poor Fellow, in the fol- 
vying Manner. | 
Me are frequently exhorted in St. Paul's Epiſtles, to preſs for- 
ard, to firive, to wreſtle, to run, to fight and to fear, ſeeing: 
OtheWPromi/e is left of entering into Reſt, leſt any ſhould fall hart. 
in bel have according to my poor Abilities examined, Phil. 3.14; 
The Cor. 9. 25.— Luk. 13. 24.—Ephef. 6. 24,—Heb. 12. 
of th Tim. 6. 12. — 1 Cor. 9. 26,—where all theſe Metap- 
pilileF;ca/ and Agoniſtical Terms are uſed And every where find 
pe kt they are Exhortations to the Regenerate or Chriſtian only, 
is verfibe faithful and diligent in their Hey Calling and Vocation.— 
econthd there are theſe following Reaſons diſcoverable from the 
1 thenÞþ]pel for it 1 {t,———T hat the Title to eternal Glory is an- 
ed to Juſtification Lu. 23. 43 —Rom. 5. 1. 2. that 
ith, by which they are juſtified, dilcuvering their Title to 
Em, John, 3. 36.— Ch. 6. 47.— 1 Cor. 1. 30.—Col. 22; 
- MaſÞp— 2dly.— that there are Degrees of Glory, Jo. 14, 2. 
leave r. 15. 41. 42.— 3 dly.— That the Regenerate accord- 
;nly ilz to their different Degrees of Grace and Holinefs ſhall attain 
ifferent Degrees of Glory and Happineſs. Matt. 25. Ch. 
ittle off Cor. 3. 8 — 2. Cor. 5. 10. Rev. 20. 12. 13. Yea, 
as thiY not only ſo but different Abilities and Talents of Grace, to- 
his, rk out the great Salvation with, Luk. 19. Ch. —4thly.— 
vice, Mat notwithltanding their Title to Glory, the different Degrees 
Perhayſit to be attained to, and their ſeveral Abilities for that very 
ReaſonSpoſe ; yet they are two apt to be remiſs, careleſs and un- 
uly exW{chful in their Duty —— 5thly.—— That this as it is never 
re (had, ſo may it be very dangerous, they may depart or fall ſo 
10Uks from Grace received, as to Shipwreck Faith and become 
erfett'Wates, it is to be feared, like thoſe 1 Tim. 1. 19. and be 
1umbe!}Weby involved in thoſe dreadful Circumſtances of thoſe Men, 
5. — C. 6. 45. 6. Ch. 10. 25—18— 2 Peter, 2. 21. 22.— 
21. 22 theſe Reaſons amongſt others it was needful for the Apoſtle 
1.—CiPreſs the Churches He wrote to by ſuch Arguments and Allu- 
Meth, as thoſe ſeveral Metophors ſuggeſt. * 
urn fro | | 
I £2100 ERROR gth. f 
ved mYWrother of their Errors is their falſe Pretenſians ti Inſpiration, 

ſel C 2 inſpired 
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inſpired Men which abe read of in the Holy Scriptures away 
ſhew'd ſome Miracles to confirm their Doctrines, Oe. De 

Did thoſe of the di/per/ed by the Perjecution againjt the Church 
at Jeruſalem, work Miracles, when they went every where, : 
the Apoſtles tell us preaching the Word? Acts 8. 1. 4.— Doe 
it appear that Sr. Paul wrought Miracles where ever he preac 
ed the Goſpel ?—ls it any where ſaid in the New-TePament 
that a Man ought not to pretend to Divine Inſpiration, un!eYf/2 
he work Miracles ?—Or that any Man can, or may preach thꝗthe 
Goſpel without Inſpiration ?!——Such Aﬀertions and Prohibifihea 
tions I have no where met with from either our LORD or H1Yfer: 
Apaſites.—— But for one Proof to the contrary, which ſhall zin. 
this Time ſoffice read the zavo firſt Chapters of St. Paul's fr Art 
Epiſile to the Corinthians.——Tis alſo obſervable that in all Uke 
Reformed Churches, that I know off ; eſpecially formerly, what Ma 
ever it was, no one was to be admitted to-preach without a De tho; 


claration that he was thus qualified. Ser; 
If they be inſpired, as the pretend, their Diſcourſes muſt beaſ*Þ' 
equal Authority with the Holy Scriptures, &c. ther 


The conſequence is too bulky for the Premiſes—Though Hand 
as yet am ſcarce a Semi-Methogiſt ; can by no means away witY"po 
this egregious Nonſenſe. —l believe Luther, Calvin, Melancbi 
Huſs, Jerom of Prague, Wickliff, fc, were inſpired Diwin 
in the fulleſt Senſe that the Methodiſis pretend to, and yet nc 
ther they, nor any one of them, ever thought of ſetting the 
Writings upon the ſame Authority with the Holy Scriptures. 

They might be expected, ſays be, to ſpeak better than the m 
eloguent Orator, or moſt Learnes Philyopher in the World, Sc 

That this ſhou'd be a Conſequence of their Pretence to | 
ſpiration, I am perſwaded, will not be eaſily proved from t 
New-Teſtament—I have carefully ſearched, but cannot find 


ſa. It is no where the Caſe of the Apoſtles.— For although} {/ 
they ſpeak, as the SPIRIT gave them Utterance, yet they (cenfÞu2 b. 
to uſe their own Stile. ——-Sz. Paul expreſly ſays, that they % 


and particularly Himſelf, who had both the Advantage of Ed 
cation and Inſpiration, uſed plaine/s of Speech, i Cor. 1. 1 
Ch: 2.6. 7. 8, Their own Mother Tongur in all Probabil 
ty, and ruſtick Idiom, as appears from the Offence their Speed 
or Manner of Speaking gave the Sage Philojophers and Orat 
of Hi; Day, Ch. 1. 21. 24.—St Matthew's Style is very me! 
and I ſuppoſe; He ſpoke no finer Language than he wrote. —W 
then ſhou'd more be expected from the Methodi/ts-preachers th 
the Apoſiles, in thus pretending to Inſpiration ? 


Bi 


1 


But let me add, as a farther Anſwer to this Error, ſomething 
of my own Obſetvation— St. Paul ſays, that his Speech and his 
way aching was not with enticing Words of Man's Wildom ; but in 

Demonſtration of the SP[RIT and of Power And he gives 
„ure chis plain Reaſon for it, that the Faith of the Corinthians ſhau'd 
e, tand in the Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of GOD, 
Dod Cor. 2, 4. 5.——Plainneſs and Powerſulneſs of Speech there- 
eactſore we ſee in the preaching of the Goſpel comport together.— 
menAnd of theſe Men alſo I have often obſerved that tho' they ſpeak 
unte indy, yet they ſpeak powerfully. When I went firſt to hear 
h them with my Neighbour, it was no ſmall Surprize to me to 
ohibillbear the Preacher, who was acknowledged to be aMan of no Li- 
- HIKterature, Argumentation orEloquence, {peak fo articulately, con- 
all affvincingly and moving, as if he had been one of the ingeneouſeſt 
5 firArtiſts at raiſing the Paſſions———My Admiration was ſomething ' 
all thAlike that of the Zexvs concerning CHRIS T— How knoweth i 

What Man Letters having never Learn'd? Jo. 17. 15. He ranches, 

a Defſthought I, as He did ai a Man having Authority, and not as the 

Seribes, Matt 7. 29. Had uE had Learning ſuitable to ſuch 
 bigyAbikties, I ſhou'd not have wonder'd—1 have heard ſeveral o- 

thers ſinde and 'tis much the fame with them all. So that I think, 
land ſpeak others what evil they pleaſe of it, the more I refle&t 
upon it, the more I'm convinced their Miſdom is frem above, 
that they are taught of GOD, 1 Jo. 6. 45. that this is HIS 
Work, and that the Logp is with them of a Deed and a Truth 
i may ſay in ſome Senſe, like Annas the High Prieſt, Caiaphas, 
ohn and Alexander, but, I truſt, to better purpoſe, obſerving 
be Boldneſs of theſe Men, as they did of Peter and John, that 
bey are unlearn'd and ignorant Men indeed, and mult therefore, 
well as thoſe, have been with FESUS, Ads, 4. 6. 13.— 
ind for full Satisfaction about it repair'd to my Bible, Joel, 2. 
28. 29. particularly my New-Teſtament, Matt. 11. 25. Joh- 


find . 45. 1 Cor. 1. 19. 20. 26. 27, 15 
though Vibe Word of G OD contain the while Will of GOD, they 
ey ſeeſ ug ht to [beak agreeable thereto. —— But it is plain they contradict 
hey %% Rea/on and the Holy Scriptures ; therefore they cannot be in- 


f Ediifired by the SPIRIT of GOD. 

1. 1 Such a Clauſe I am told by Longinus, is called a Sy/logi/ar, and 
obabilWhat the firſt Sentence is call'd the greater, the ſecond the lefler, 
 SpeedF repoſition, and the third the Cenſeguence.— Whether the 
OrarWuthor know any more of Logick, than I do, or intend this for 
y me Hlleg im, I know not; but this 1 know,, that admitting it to 
es W a be one 
ers th C 3 
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be one, I have fully proved the Je/er Propoſition to be a Lye, and 
therefore in Courſe the Conſequence muſl be ſo too. 228 

I wonder ¶ continues E that they are not afraid of being 
firuck down Dead, like Ananias and Sapphira for lying againſt-the 
HOLY GHOST, and their own Conſcience. 

So ſhall I wonder too, when the Author proves them to do ſo. 
Tell then I cannot but entertain two as great Wonders; the 
one is that, how the Author can imagine that 'tis conſiſtant with 
the Wiſdom-and Goodneſs of Gop to inſpire theſe Men by H1S 
HOLY SPIRIT to preach the Goſpel, and then knock then 
down dead for it ; and the other-is, that be is not much rather 
convinced, that they are inſpired for this Purpoſe, ſince no ſuch 
JNuagment has ever hitherto befallen them, and that Hs is not 
therefore grievouſly aſhamed of y1m:sLy for charging them 
herein with an Error. 


ERROR ioth. 

They affirm the New Birth, as well as Juſbification by CHRIST 
to be In/tantaneous, when it tis plain to any one that conſulteth 
himſelf that it is Gradual, There are ſeveral Steps or Grada- 
tions in the New Birth, tbat one that is born again cannot be ig- 
norant of. | 18 ; 

This Man, I perceive, would have the World believe, that 
He is born again. He talks of Steps and Gradations in the New 
Birth. But ſuch a Piece of incoherent, unintelligible, wild Stuff, 
He makes of it, as not only proves Himſelf to be altogether ig- 
norant of the Matter, but which the Forefathers, Elders, and 
Preſoyters of His own Church in the laſt Century w6uld have ab- 
horr'd the very Sight of. How would that Reverend and worthy 
Aſſembly of Divines, who compoſed His Excellent Catechi/m, had 
they ten living, have been aſhamed of ſuch a /purious Son as 
this! Yea, and I may truly add, of Numbers more of their 
- degenerate Poſterity, both Teachers and Hearers. 

A Man, ſays He, that has accuſtomed Himſelf to Sin a long 
Time, (inſtancing in an habitual Drunkard or Debauchee) harh 
 zhereby contradted ſuch evil and frong Habits, as cannot be routed 
out in an Inflant, &c. The firfl Step, He thinks (though this in 
His Favour muſt be owned, He thinks ſo, He is not certain, but 
only gueſſes) is /erious Confideration, And in this Step He wiſely 
includes Reflections upon impaired Health, embexxled Eſtate and 
a loſt Reputation. 3 

Tis poſſible GOD may make uſe of theſe Reflections to open 
ſuch a Sinner's Eyes; but tis ſtrange to ſee the main Streſs of 
V Conũderation 
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Conſideration upon theſe Reſſections. and not much more upon 
the exceeding Sinfulneſs of Sin wrought in Him by the Law, 
Rom. 7, 13. —the Wrath of God, and eternal Judgement, and 
withal the Impoſſibility of obtaining GOD's Mercy, and eternal 
Glory, by Man's uprighteſt Obedience to the Law, any more 
than by his prophaneſt Diſobedience thereto; as alſo the damna- 
ble Nature of every Heart- Sin. 

be ſecond Step in the New Birth is to enquire, as it is na- 
tural, *whether there be any Remedy for Him; <uhich, by reading 
the Goſpel, He may find is to repent and forſake His Sin, and then 
he Gall find Mes c) | 

—— The next Gradation is to fall on Tooth and Nail, — 70 
take Himſelf to Tai and try to conquer His baſe Habits, ill He 
has conquer'd them or Himſelf —— and then He ts born again, — 
But he, i2ys He, (and indeed He ſays truly) muſt require a con- 
hderable Time. 

[ll endeavour to illuſtrate this Account of the Operation of the 
New Birth by à very familiar Simile drawn from the Natural. 
It.is as if We were to ſuppoſe, A Man mult be begotten, then con- 
ceived, and formed in the Womb ; then He mult have Life and 
Motion; then He muſt be born; then /juch, then walk, become 
a Stripling, a Youngman, arrive at Maturity, ripe in Underſtand: 
ing and Judgement, and able to perform all Manly Exerciſes, and 
then He is born, but not before. All ſerious and true Chriſtians 
may be appealed to, whether His Account of the New Birth, 
be not equally as ridiculous as this of the Natural, — neither do 
we meet with any Thing at all like it in the New Teſtament. 

The following ſtrange Inferences are obviouſly deducible from 
His Relation of the New Birth. iſt That there is no Need, and 
therefore no Mention made of the Blood and Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST in our New Birth 24dly, No Need, and therefore no 
Mention, of Faith, inſirumentally, or otherwiſe, in it. 3dly, 
No Need of the HOLY GHOST, and therefore no mention 
thereof in it. All which three Things are chiefly, if not ſolely 
oncerned in it, as it is evident all through the New Teſtament, 
is John I, 13. Ch. 35 $5» 8, Rom. I, 5, Ch. 3 25. Rom. 55 
9. 2 Cor. 5, 17. Epheſ. 2. 10. 1 Pet. 1, 19, 23. 1 John 5, 18. 
thly, That a Man's New Birth is in His own Power, and of 

is own Working, gthly. That it only confiſts in turning from 
n evil to a virtuous Life. G6thly, That none but wicked Men 
land in Need of this New Birch. ythly, That the Virtuous 
rom their Youth up, always were born again: Sthly, That 
ere is no original Sin to be charged on us, and to be delivered 


from 


therefore in Courſe the Conſequence muſl be ſo too. 

I wonder (continues as ) that they are not afraid of being 
firuck down Dead, like Ananias and Sapphira for lying againſt-the 
HOLY GHOST, and their own Conſcience. | 

So ſhall I wonder too, when the Author proves them to do ſo. 
Tell then I cannot but entertain two as great Wonders; the 
one is that, how the Author can imagine that 'tis conſiſtant with 
the Wiſdom-and Goodneſs of Gop to inſpire theſe Men by HIS 
HOLY SPIRIT to preach the Goſpel, and then knock ther: 
down dead for it ; and the other-is, that he is not much rather 
convinced, that they are inſpired for this Purpoſe, ſince no ſuch 
Juagment has ever hitherto befallen them, and that uE is not 
therefore grievoully aſhamed of utmtLy for charging them 
herein with an Error. | 


ERROR toth, 

They affirm the New Birth, as well as Fuſtibcation by CHRIST 
to be Inſtantaneous, when it is plain to any one that conſulteth 
himſelfs that it is Gradual. There are ſeveral Steps or Grada- 
tions in the New Birth, that' one that is born again cannot be ig- 
norant of. 

This Man, I perceive, would have the World believe, that 
He is born again. He talks of Steps and Gradations in the New 
Birth. But ſuch a Piece of incoherent, unintelligible, wild Stuff, 
He makes of it, as not only proves Himſelf to be altogether ig- 
norant of the Matter, but which the Forefathers, Elders, and 
Preſbyters of His aun Church in the last Century would have ab- 
horr'd the very Sight of. How would that Reverend and worthy 
Aſſembly of Divines, who compoſed His Excellent Catechiſm, had 
they teen living, have been aſhamed of ſuch a /purious Son as 
this! Yea, and I may truly add, of Numbers more of their 
- Gepenerate Poſterity, both Teachers and Hearers. 


Time, (inftancing in an habitual Drunkard or Debauchee) hath 
: - thereby contrafed ſuch evil and flrong Habits, as cannot be routed 
out in an Inflant, &c. The firſt Step, He thinks (though this in 
His Favour muſt be owned, He thinks ſo, He is not certain, but 
only gueſſes) is ſerious Confideration. And in this Step He wiſely 
includes Reflections upon impaired Health, embezzled Eflate and 
a hft Reputation. OTE 

"Tis poſſi ble GOD may make uſe of theſe Reflections to open 
ſuch a Sinner's Eyes; but tis ſtrange to ſee the main Streſs of 
d CN hen! Conſideration 


be one, I have fully proved the Iz ſer Propoſition to be a Lye, and 


A Man, ſays He, that has accuſiomed Himſelf to Sin a long 


once! 


Conſideration upon theſe Reflections. and not much more upon 
the exceeding Sinfulneſs of Sin wrought in Him by the Law, 
Rom. 7, 13.—the Wrath of God, and eternal Judgement, and 
\ PWvithal che Impoſſibility of obtaining GOD's Mercy, and eternal 
Glory, by Man's uprighteſt Obedience to the Law, any more 
chan by his prophaneſt Diſobedience thereto ; as alſo the damna- 
> ble Nature of every Heart-Sin. + 
X be ſecond Step in the New Birth is to enquire, as it is na» 
aral, whether there be any Remedy for Him; <vhich, by reading 
s ihe Goſpel, He may find is to repent and forſake His Sin, and then 
r Ie. ſhall find Mes c) | 
h —— The next Gradation is to fall on Tooth and Nail, — 70 
t Lade Himſelf to Taik and try to conquer His baſe Habits, "till He 
mn Yhas conguer'd them or Himſeif—— and then He 75 born again, — 
But this, inys He, (and indeed He ſays truly) muſt require à con- 
hiderable Time. 

[Il endeavour to illuſtrate this Account of the Operation of the 
Neo Birth by a very familiar Simile drawn from the Natural. 
5 II. is as if We were to ſuppoſe, A Man mult be begotten, then con- 
a» ceived, and formed in the Womb ; then He muit have Life and 
g- Motion; then He mult be born; then ſuck, then ava/k, become 

a Stripling, a Youngman, arrive at Maturity, ripe in Under/land- 
at Ying and Judgement, and able to perform all Manly Exerciſes, and 
ao {then He is born, but not before. All ſerious and true Chriſtians 
FX, Ymay be appealed to, whether His Account of the New Birth, 
be not equally as ridiculous as this of the Natural, — neither do 


| - 
2 we meet with any Thing at all like it in the New Teſtament. 
ab- The following ſtrange Inferences are obviouſly deducible from 
by His Relation of the New Birth. iſt That there is no Need, and 
lad therefore no Mention made of the Blood and Righteouſneſs of 
,as hiRIlS T in our New Birth 2dly, No Need, and therefore no 
cir Mention, of Faith, inſirumentally, or otherwiſe, in it. 3dly, 
No Need of the HOLY GHOST, and therefore no mention 
ong thereof in it. All which three Things are chiefly, if not ſolely 
ath Neoncerned in it, as it is evident all through the New Teſtament, 
ited Is John 1, 13. Ch. 3, 5,8. Rom. 1, 5, Ch. 3, 25. Rom, 5, 
s in B. 2 Cor. 5, 17. Epheſ 2, 10. 1 Pet. 1, 19, 23. 1 John 5,18, 
but Tithly, That a Man's New Birth is in His own Power, and of 
ſely Wis own Working. 5thly. That it only confiſts in turning from 
and In evil to a virtuous Life. Gthly, That none but wicked Men 
land in Need of this New Birth. ythly, That the Virtuous 
pen From their Youth up, always were born again: Sthly, That 


s of ere is no original Sin to be charged on us, and to be delivered 
tion -- | from 


from the Puniſhment of through CHRIST, or otherwiſe. ꝗthſy 
and laſtly, That a Man is in the Pangs of the Neu Birth all the 
while He is labouring to overcome His habitual Corruptions, or 
Sins, tho? he go to His G/azs and His Whore many a Time in 
that long Seaſon, - 

I think it may not be amiſs in this Place to-give the Read- 
er the Methodi/ts Account of the New Birth, who affirm, that it 
is not a gradual but an i»/Nantaious Work. They ſay the whole 
Work is begun, carried on, and accompliſhed by CHRIST thro' 
HIS SPIRIT. And that Faith is the ſole Inſtrument. But to 
be more particular. The Account pleaſe to take in the follow- 
ing Words. CHRIST firlt awakes a Sinner's Heart a little to 
ſee himſelf to be a Sinner, and that His Condition is damnable, 
either by hearing the Law preached, or the Converſ:tion of o- 
thers, or by Dreams, or ſome ſort of Accident or ſurprizing 
Turn of Divine Providence; from this HE then gradually leads 
the Soul to deeper Reflection and Examination of itſelf, by which 
Means deeper and dreadtuiler Diſcoveries of Sin and it's Dangers 
are made to the poor Wretch, till at length Sin becomes exceed- 
ing Sinful. „And this is attended with many a galling Aggrivati- 
on, which conduce greatly to the Encreaſe of Contrition of 
Heart, and Compunction of Spirit; at this Seafon fearful Appre- 
henftons, of 30 D's Wrath, HIS Law's Curſe, Satan's Power, 
and impending everlaſting Damnation, terrify his guilty Con- 
ſcience. He is brought to (ce, that there is no more Hope or 
Satisfaction in His good, than His wicked Works; a Thing 
which our modern Churchmen and Difjenters falſly call Conwerſſion 
or Chriſtianity, But far otherwiſe, the poor Conviat is now 
brought, ſays the Met hodiſt, to acknowledge with St. Paul, that 
the Commandment, which was ordained unto Life, 1 find to be 
unto Death. For at hen the Commandment came (that is, to be ap- 
plied, as it now is, to my Conſcience} ſin revived and I died 
Rom. 7, 9, 10. This ſeems, methinks, to be the Cafe of the 
penitent Pablican in the Temple, Luke 18th Ch. of the Prodigal, 
Luke 15th Ch: and of the 5oo0o Acts, Ch. 2d. Such may 
We ſuppoſe and the Mes hodiſis teach, are meant by the /abour- 
ing and heavy laden, to whom CHRIST calls to come co HIM 
ana HE will give them Reft, Matt. 11, 28. All this is previ- 


ous to the New Birth or Admiſſion into a Chriflian State; and. 


may be properly term'd the Pangs of it. 
It may be here remark'd that in this Condition, tho' as yet, 

unborn again, He as cordially refrains from the Evil of his Ways, 

and as ſtridiy adheres to all Manner of virtuous and holy Living, 


= as 


* 
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as if He was either already a Chriſtian, or expected Mercy there- 
by and everlaſting Life, tho he be all the while Conſcious of me- 
ritting Nothing by it. This ſolely proceeds ſrom His preſent 
Dread of Wrath and Hell. He expects Nothing for his Obedi- 
ence, and fears by adding Sin to Sin to treaſure up to Himſelf 
Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath. His Holineſs, if it may be 
called fo, only proceeds from a flaviſh O/d Covenant Fear. His 
Load of Guilt for Sin and Iniquity, notwithſtanding ſuch Holi- 
neſs, grows daily more and more intollerable, till at laſt His Cry 
is Lord /ave, or I periſh, Hitherto He is neither juſtified nor 
regenerated. He is almoſt, but not altogether, a Chriſtian. His 
Hour of Redemption is near, but not fully come. Should He 
die in this Condition His Soul would periſh. For until He is act- 
ually born again, He cannot enter the Kingdom of GOD, (be 
looked upon either, as in a Stare of Grace, or capable of etern- 
al Glory) John 3, 3,5. He is not under Grace yet, but under 
the Law); and therefore, ſays St. Paul, under the Curſe. Gal. 3, 
IO, X 
In this deſperate State the LORD JESUS, ſay they, reveals 
Himſelf to the poor Sinner, perſwades Him to believe, that His 


Grace is ſufficient for Him, that HIS Blood and Righteouſneſs 


ſhall be imputed to Him, that His Sins thereupon and thereby 
ſhall be totally waſhed away, and . he accounted Righteous be- 
fore GOD, as if He had never ſinn'd, and that Righteoume/s of 
His Saviour were His own. The ſame Inſtant He is jullifed, 
he is born again, and feels the Guilt of Sin vaniſh, and the 
Dread of GOD's Wrath, together with the Condemnation of 
his Law totally removed. Rom. 5. 1, 2. Chap. 2. 1, Matt, 
11. 28. This is doubtleſly His Hour of Redemption, the blefled 
Inflant of His Juſtification ard New Birth, and it is Inflantane» 
ors. This is plainly typified in the miraculous Cures that JESUS 
CHRIST wrought. No ſooner did the Blind, the Lame, the 
Withered handed, the Leper, the Paraletick azply to HIM in 
Faith, but with a Touch or Word, they were inflantly healed. 
And ſo, jay the Methodiſis, it is with HIS Spiritual Patients. In 
the Inſtant they by Faith apply to HIM, circumſtanced as afore- 
ſaid, they are healed of all Soul Sickneſs, are pardoned of all 
their Sins, or, which is all one, are ;zu/{ifed. In the ſame Mo- 
ment, being juſtified, the poor Convict is alſo born again, and 
receives a Seed of Divine Life'into His Soul, from CHRIST by 
the Operation of the HOLY GHOST. 1 John 3.9. John 1, 
12, 13, 16. Ch. 5. 24. Ephef. 2, 10. Ch. 5. 30. Heb. 2. 11. 
2 Pet. 2, 4. compare with Heb. 2. 14. with Ch. 3. 14. hefe 

is 
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is from that bleſſed Infant forward as real an Union between 
' CHRIST and the New Creature, or Believer, as there 15 be- 
tween CHRIS! and the FATHER. It is ſeveral Ways illuſtra- 
ted in the Goſpel, As between a Vine and it's Branches, John 1, 
15. the Head and the Members of the humane Body, 1 Cor. 12. 
Epheſ. 4 15, 16. The Foundation and Parts of the Superſlrudt- 
ure of a Temple, Chap, 3. 25, 21, 22. The Matrimonial or 
Conjugal Union, Chap. 5. 26, 27, 30, 32. All which Allufi- 


ons manifzfly diſcover, not a mere political, as many would have 


it, tho* this alſo mult be allowed, but a real Uuion between 
CHRIST and His Members. And 'tis through thi: very Union 
only that they are made inltantzneodſly, plainly and perpetually 
to experience, os feel, Sin pardoned, their Burden gone, Guilt 


vaniſhed, Peace of GOD ſucceeding, and Joy in the HOLY 


GHOST following, Luke 17. 22. Rom. 14. 17 They then 
and therein receive a new Under/tanding, Will, Judgement, &. 
fections, Purpejes, fc. 
Chriſt, He is a New Creature: Old Things are paſſed away; be- 
Fold all Things are become New, 2 Cor. 5, 17. There are Texts 
_ innumeradle in the New Teſtament to confirm theie 
Truths. | | a 


From the ſame Inſtant they receive the HOLY GHOST, for 


it is impoſſible for a Man to be in Union with CHRIST, or as 
St. Paul (peaks, 70 be Members of His Body, of His Fleſh, and of 


His Bones, Epheſ. 1, 5. and not to have the HOLY GHOST in 


Him. If any Man have not the SPIRIT of CRHIST He is none 
of HIS, Rom 8, 9. If the HOLY GHOST be in the Head, 
Man's Reaſon mult convince Him that HE muſt be in the 
Members alſo. The Lowe of GOD is hed abroad in the Hearts of 
the Regenerate by the HOLY GHOST which is given unto them, 
Rom. 5. 5. Becauſe Sons of GOD in CRHIST, they can thence- 
forth call GOD, ABBA, FATHER, Rom. 8, 15, Gal. 4. 6. 
As CHRIST did, Mark 14. 36. They are now Heirs, Rom. 
8.475. Tit. 3. 7- and rygzvicing in the Hope of the Glory of GOD, 
Rom. 5, 2. Through the Light, Life, and Power of the HO- 
LY GHO3T that is in them, and whoſe Temples they are called, 
1 Cor. 3. 16, 17. Chap. 6, 19. 2 Cor. 6, 16. They gradu- 
ally grow up in all Holineſs of Heart, Lip and Life, which is 
called San#ification. To them alone, be it obſerved, belong the 
Exhortary Parts of the Epiſtles. They grow from Faith to Faith, 
Rom. 1. 17. From Grace to Grace, John 1, 16. from Strength 
ro Strength, Pſ. 84, 7. They have the like Periods, if I may 


| ſo ſpeak, in Spiritual, as there are in natural or humane, Life, 
| and 


If asy Man, ſays the Apoltle, be. in 
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and fiom the haant of the Neaw Birth. erf Babes, 1 Cor. 3. 


1. 1 Peter 2, 2. then 10 1e Children, 1 John 2, 12. then 
young Man Vr. ieh, and laſtly Fathers, Verſe 13. Thus! 
have given You the Methoijts Account of the New Pirth, its 
Injtantaneouſneſs, what Man is before it, whiat in it, and what 
aſter it, believing the whole to be, the more 1 ſearch my New 
Teſtament, the more ag tecuble thereto, 

In all this we may-obſerve not a Word is ſaid how this Re- 
generation, or New Birth is wrought 3 nor as far as I can find, 
do the Methoarfls pretend to und: erſtand it. And although ſome 
Men ha ve, and ſtill may impertinently or ſimply, aſk like Vico- 
demus, how can theje things le. Methinks *tis not a wiſe 
Queſtion. — To ſuch may the Mzzhod:fts anſwer in the Words 
of the Wiſeman, on another Occaſion Thou doſl not enquire 
wiſely concerning this. Eccleſ. 7. 10.—-No Man in my Judg- 
ment ought to doubt of, or deny, the Reality of the New Birth, 
becauſe ne cannot comprehend how is it wrought. This is no 
leſs rediculous than it wou'd be to queſtion the Reality of his 
own Birth becauſe he is not able to know how His own Bones 
grew in the Womb of his Mother. Ch. 11. 5 Thou knowel# 
not, ſays the ſame Verſe, aubat ls the Way of the SPIRIT. 
and ſo ſays eur LORD, the Wind »/:u:rth where it lifleth, and 
thou heareſt the Sound thereof ; but canſi nut tell, whence it cum 
eth and whither it Fare” So, ſays ns. 7s every One, that is born 
of the SPIRIT, Jo. 3. 8. Tis a Myſtery, Ephef. 5. 32, Col. 
1. 27. But a it is a Reality "Tis enough, as I 
think therefore, for a Regenerate Per/on to be able to ſay, as the 
Parents of the b/:24 Man did to the Fenvs, doe know, that this is 
our Son, and that HE was born blind, but by what means HE now 
ſeeth, We know not; that we are born again, this we know, but 


how are we born again, this We know not, not do we deſire it. 


ERROR 11th 


Another Error is their permitting 3 Men without Or- 
dination to. go about, preaching the Gojpel. 

Pray how did our Lo&p permit or ſend forth his twelve A. 
poſtles Matt. 1oth. Lu. gth. or the Seventy, Ch. 10th.— Was 
it with, or rather without Learning ? Were they formally or- 
dain'd by the Impoſition of Hands, &c or where thoſe ſo, Acts, 
8th, Or Se. Paul in the three firſt Years ol his f,? 


Or did any Perſon, that we can find, even object againſt any of 
—I meet with no ſuch Thing in all my 
New 


them ou this Account 
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. Teament, and therefore can by no means look upon * 
as an Error in the Met hodiſſs. 

The Apoſtle Paul advertiſerh Timothy of the Charadter 1100 2 
very Miniſter of the GHOSPEL ſhould bear, 1 Vir. 3d. Ch. 


and aljo Tit. 


Theſe Characters the Methodiff Preachers, as is very obvious 
to every impartial, unprejudiced Man's Obſervation, more ex- 
actly imitace and live up too than the Generality of our Clergy, 
and the Preſbyterian Miniſters, who with Pity, but to their ſhame 


I am obliged to ſpeak it, are baſcly defective herein —— Let the 


Author of the Methodiſt dllſected, or any other Perſon diſprove 


it, if ug can. 


They not only contradia? the Precept of the moſt E minent 


Apojtle St. Paul; but bring the molt noble Religion in the Word, 
and the Goſpel of JESUS CHRIST into Contempt. 

How can this be charged upon ſuch, as all the Nation do, or 
may know, if they will, are Patterns of that very Character, which 
the Apoſtle gives for every Miniſter of the Goſpel co bear, I mult 


confeſs I am at an utter Loſs ſo much as to couceive. 


Look 


adout, you my Friend, and ſet the Saddle on the right Horſe. 


Confuſirn, 


under this 11th Error. 


tious, Incendiary, may we ſee, is this. 
Men, I muſt own, have malevolently ſurmiſed the fame. 


And are in Danger of running Church and State into 
This is all of-: any Conſequence that is ſaid further 
W hat a ſurmizing, malicious, ſedi- 
Many of our Country- 


But 


what juſt, or even plauſible Ground have the Methodi/ts by 
their Doctri ne and Conduct, hitherto given ſor ſuch Inſinuations 


or Dangers ? 


and His Apoltles Days? 


But alas ! was it not exactly thus in our Loxn's 
If wwe let HIM thus alone, all Men 


auill believe on HIM, and the Romans ſhall come, and take away 
Jo. 11. 48.——-Theſe are they, that turn 


our Place and Nation. 


the World upfide down. Acts, 17. 6. 


And by whom the 


Craft is in Danger Demetrius fears it, and cries out, Acts, 19 


Ch 


But is not this a very good Proof or Vindication, that this 


New Doctrine, Acts 17. 19. this new Way, as the Wong at this 
Time calls it, is of God? 


ERROR 


12th. 


Another Fault of the METroDisTs in their fiery Zeal with- 


out Knowledge. 


Sure it can be no real Fault to be zealous, in a good Cauſe, 
nor can any Cauſe be better, or more laudable, thin that of 


preaching and profeffing the Goſpel, -——A Leal for Gifts which 


relates 
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, relates to the former, 1 Cor, 14. 12. and Zea ſor M or of Grace, 
or Evangelical Holineſs, whicn reſpects the latter, Lit. 2. 14. 
if the Authority and Advice of an Apoltle may be regarded, 
ought to be commendable among all Men. 

Moſt ol what is contain'd in this Error has been examined al- 
19 ready, particularly under the laſt. From the Language ne 
. here uſes ws may clearly diſcover, a malicious, wrathful Spirit, 
and much of Sladdin's Dijpofition and Dialek. Inſomuch 
's Ithat the auhole Paragraph may be term'd an AbHhradt or Epitomy 
'e of his /are Libel intitled, 4 brief Deſcription of the Met hodiſtu. That 
e Pamphlet J had once deſiga'd to have anſwered; but as it is look- 
| ed upon by all ſerious People to be nothing, but a mere irration. 
„ al, ſpiteful Invective, little in it, that is to the Purpoſe, and that 
4, Ilietle ſufficiently anſwered, I hope in my Examination of this, 

« I I ſhall not think it worth my while, at preſent however, to take 
r | any further Notice of it——l[ndeed if the Goſpel be true, I 
-h I cannot in my poor judgment deſern. u hat theſe two Fellows have 
i | done more by their appearing in Print, than Giſcover'd to every 
* true Chriſtian, an ignorant, Graceleſs, Chriſtleſs Condition in 
> | themſelves, and in every one elle, that applaud their Under- 
„ | takings——'Tis my Duty however to wiſh their Happineſs here 
er | and forever hereafter, and the beſt Way, I know off, to do it, 
Ii. Li pray that they with myſelf may be brought to know in this, 
y- | the Day of their Viſitation, the Truth as it is in JESUS, and 
ut to enjoy the Life and Power and Comfort of it m Our Hearts 
by and Lives to the Everlaſting Happineſs and Conſolation of our 
ns Souls, 
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n Another is their Dodrine of abſolute Election and Reprobation . 
ne !hough this may not be the Opinion of them-"all. Yet many of 
19 hem eſpouſe it. 
bis I ſhall not concern myſelf much in Replying to this /uppo/ed 
nis | ZError——l leave it to theſe to do it, if they pleaſe, who eſ- 
pouſe this Opinion.— All that I ſhall! ſay of it is only this, that it 
may be as true as any in the New Teftament, for ought this Au- 
thor has ſaid to diſprove it. make no Scruple withal to af- 
5 I firm that one in that Way of thipking may eaſily refute all that 
He has ſaid, and am well aſſured that many wiler and better Men 
ſe, of bis own Communication have both embraced and maintain'd 
of KY this DoQrinein ſuch a Maſterly Manner, ns I fear he is far from 
ch being able to gain ſay or oppoſe. 
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—— Many more Errors might be named, ſays He, but theſe $ 
are moſt groſs and ſufficient fo move any thinking Man to exa- ſr 


mine their Doctrine better, and compare it, with the Word off 1 
GOD. 


As theſe in his own Apprehenſion, are the grolteſt Rirors of « 
the Met bodiſis, the mauy more, that, us ſays, might be named, al 
I ſuppoſe, are leſs ones And as theſe of the Groſſeſt Sort, o. 
appear to me at leaſt, upon a careful and impartial Examination] jn 


of them by the Nes Teſtament, as the Author has deſired, to be lil 
ſo far from being contrary te, as to be clearly and evidently 
well grounded upqn thote Holy Pages, hope, I may take it for p. 
granted, that the leſſer Sort, whatever they be, are either 
ſo too, or, if Errors, not chargeable upon the Methodiſts in any 75 
wiſe. Ph 


£ I pay, I troſt, a2 weighty a Regard, as cither the Author of bs 
[ the Methodift defſefed, or any Man elſe, to the Holy Scriptures p. 
2 Il look upon chem to be perfect Rule of Faith and Doctrine, gn 
.4 and believe with our Church in her 6th Article.“ That what 4 
q i js not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be wy 
. | required of any Man, that it ſhould be believed, as an Article 5 
1 «of the Faith, or be thought requiſite and neceſſary to Sal. 

= „vation.“ — With this Belief, with a Willingneſs alſo to em- 7 
1 - brace, as I thought, the Author's reaſonable Advice, and with I 
1 li Prejudice enough to lay Hold of any Thing, which would jufl- * 
: i .tify the Expioſton gf Me/hodi/m and quiet my prefent Anxiety T, 
| | of Mind, I fat down end diligently compared his Errors wit! Ay 
1 my New Teflament And if 1 was confcious of uſing Partia- _ 
1 tity on either Side, it was, J. muſt own, and any one may of 
= 


eaſily imagine, rather on his Side. But quite contrary to my A 
| Hope and Defire, my Examination of his Errors, &c. by the ; 
Goſpel has not only compleatly removed all my Prepoſefſion: 
and Prejudice apgaivſt the Met hediſis, but entirely compoſed my 
uneaſineſs, and firmly, I hope, determined me to their Side—=— 
And am fully perſwaded, that if Men, inſtead of liſtening to 
common Fame (which on other Occaſions, we fay, is a Lyar) 
and condemuing this New Way as I, like others, uſe to do 
Hand over Head, wou'd but either hear it for themſelves, or 
take Fletcher's own Advice, © To try the Methodiſtical Doc: 
„ rines by the New- Teſtament,” —— am fully perſwaded, I 
ſay, if they would do ſo, Multitudes more would be obliged co 
eſteem it the higheſt Prudence, and the fureſt Way to be hay 
py in Our SAVIOUR while here and happy with uu for ever 
hereafter to turn Merhodifts, 
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I have only one thing to ſay more, which TI think, is of no 
ſmall Importance to the Point in Hand; and that is this 
Methodijm, we know, as tothe Manner in which it is carried on, 
is leokt upon, as a Sort of Schiſin. This is a Common Com- 
plaint, and Objection againſt it——1 have therefore examined 
and compared it with the Homilies, 39-Articles, and Liturgy 
of our Church; and not only ſo, but becauſe the Precbyterians 
in general ſecond our Church- Men in the ſame Reflection, I have 
likewiſe carefully compared it with the Greater and Lefer A 
Jemblies Catechiſm, and upon the Iſſue have the Satisfaction and 
Pleaſure to find that Methodiſm in Subſtance, is even literally, 
agreeable to both. So that I, or any Churchman, tho' Me- 
thodilis, may be Churchmen (till, and the Presbyterians, tho? 
ſuch may be-Presbyterians till Nay, I find, tis altogether 
impdſlible to be either until we are Mezhodiffs, and that that 
Perſon, whoever he be, or however dignified, or diſtin- 
guiſh'd, that denies, or cavils at this, is himſelf neither Church- 
man or. Presbyterian, but a baſe Schiſmatick from both He 
can be no Chriſtian in any wite, but 1 fear, a down right Her- 
etick. 125 

To conclude -I mult own myſelf extreamly obliged to Mr. 
Flucher for his good Advice, and hope he will acknowledge my 
thankfulneſs to him, when he ſees Ihave been fo careful as to em- 
brace it, I mean in trying the Methodiſtical Doctrine by the New» 
Tellament——T hope alſo that us wilt have the I hanks of many 
more-on the ſame Account ; and ſhall heartily endeavour and 
pray that he may.——T ſhall likewiſe compliment H1M, as a fur» 
ther Inſtance of my thankfulneſs, aſſuring him that all the Me- 
thodiſis around me will give their Amen to it, by cloſing up my 
Examination in his own exhortary Words— Which are,“ That 
« alt Men, that read His Book wou'd read all Parts of the New 
* Teſtament, and diligently ſtudy them, that they may know 
« JESUS CHRIST and HIM Crucified, WHOM to know 
« Life eternal. ——And may that GOD, THAT is poſſeſſed 
' of all poſſible Perfections ſend down his HIS HOLY SPI- 
„ RIT to help our Infirmities and guide us into all Truth thro? 
* JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, Amen. Amen, 
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